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5 reasons membership matters and only $25 per family makes a difference

Happy 2016, neighbors!
The RNNA is already hard
at work planning annual events, continuing
park improvements and planning new
opportunities to bring us all together!

February – the month we prove our love.
We show our significant others, spouses
and even our pets that we love them
with treats, flowers and grand gestures.

This Valentine’s Day – and all of February –
we invite you to “Love Your Neighborhood”
by renewing or signing up for an RNNA
membership. Dues are only $25 per family
per year, and we stretch our funds as far as
we can to improve our community and build
relationships among neighbors. You can
print out the membership form on the next
page or visit www.ridgleanorth.com to
print out a form and pay dues using PayPal.
Another way to “Love Your Neighborhood”
is by attending our crime prevention meeting
on February 23. (Learn more on page 3.)
Take a look at our calendar of events inside.
Community involvement is what continues to
make Ridglea North one of the most desired
neighborhoods in the city. I hope you will all
get involved this year!

Brian Tucker

This February, make sure you show your
love to Ridglea North by joining RNNA.
It’s easy and only costs $25 per family!
Here are the top five reasons you should
become an RNNA member today:
1 – Community
Membership dues help support events
that give us all opportunities to network,
have fun and interact with neighbors.

What do dues

do?

55% – events/meetings
40% – communication
5% – operating costs
(legal/financial)

4 – Berney Park
Do you care about the well-being, beauty
and longevity of our beloved Berney Park?
Paying RNNA dues helps the Board fund
landscaping, maintenance and watering
so we can all continue to enjoy the park!

2 – Safety
When neighbors get to know each other,
we are all more likely to look out for one
another and keep Ridglea North safe.

5 – Support
Our neighborhood is filled with rich history,
diverse backgrounds and talented people.
Being involved on a committee and/or
attending events are great ways to find
neighborly support and lasting friendships.

3 – Traditions
RNNA committees work hard to
organize events that bring joy, bring
people together and create memories.
There really is something for everyone!

So, it’s time to “Love Your Neighborhood!”
Simply print out the application on the next
page and return it. You can even print out
an application online and pay your dues
using PayPal. We’ll all love you for it.

briantucker@rhsb.com
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RNNA membership & dues form
household information (please print)
name(s) of adult resident(s)								
street address
home phone							cell phone		
email address
Do you have children living at home? This information is used for event-planning purposes only.
preschool		

elementary school		

middle school

high school

voluntary annual membership dues (check one)
regular ($25)		
(for residents)

associate ($25)		
(for non-residents)

business ($50)

volunteer witease check your inerests)
volunteer with RNNA (check all your interests)
Block Captain

Park Committee			

Cowtown Cleanup

July 4th Parade

Crime Watch		

Welcome Committee		

Garage Sale		

National Night Out

Traffic/Safety		

Yard of the Month 		

5K Fun Run		

Cocoa & Caroling

signature							date
Contact Jerry Thompson at jerrythompsoniii@gmail.com with questions concerning membership status.
Please complete and return, along with your association dues, to: RNNA c/o Una Bailey
										6216 Locke Avenue
										Fort Worth, TX 76116
										
–OR–
										Visit www.ridgleanorth.com
										and join online using PayPal.

be a block captain
Block Captains have a positive impact on crime prevention,
reach out to neighbors, communicate information about
special events and encourage neighborhood involvement.
Currently, less than half of the blocks in Ridglea North have
a Block Captain. That means we need more volunteers!
Please read the Block Captain “job description” below.
Being a Block Captain is not time-consuming and direction
will be provided for helping your neighbors.
•
•
•
•
•

Meet your neighbors. RNNA will give you a list of
names and addresses to make this easier.
As new folks move in, introduce yourself and welcome
them to the neighborhood. Let the Welcome Committee
know so RNNA can reach out to them, as well.
Pass out flyers for special events and encourage your
neighbors to participate. Talk to your neighbors about
hosting block parties to build community.
Provide RNNA membership forms to your neighbors.
Serve as your block’s Crime Watch point person.

Please contact Suzie Jary at sjary@mindspring.com to get
involved or if you’d like to be added to the weekly RNNA
Offense Activity Report from our NPO.

save these
February (all month)

February 23 @ 7 p.m.

NPO
news &
february
crime meeting
Many of you have expressed concern
about criminal activity, door-to-door
solicitors and ongoing traffic issues.
Please know that we are instituting
additional patrols and are attempting to
make our presence known in your area.
If you’d like to learn more, please join
me at M.L. Phillips Elementary School
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23,
for a discussion about how you can
help keep Ridglea North safe.
Officer Matt McClellen, NPO
Robert.McClellen@fortworthtexas.gov

February or March (TBD)

March 1 @ 9 a.m.

April 2

2016 dates

“Love Your Neighborhood”
Membership Sign-Ups & Renewals
“Crime in Ridglea North”
meeting with Officer McClellen
at M.L. Phillips Elementary
“Citizen Foresters” Workday
in Berney Park
Coffee with the Principals
(from M.L. Phillips and Monnig)
Cowtown Cleanup

May 14

Ridglea North Garage Sale

May 21

Friends of Berney 5K Fun Run

May (TBD)
July 4
September (TBD)
October 4
October (TBD)
December 8
December 11

Berney Park Workday
July 4th Parade
Bike Rodeo
National Night Out
Berney Park Workday
RNNA Holiday Social & Elections
2nd Annual Cocoa & Caroling
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berney
park
What a great two years for Berney Park!
The Park Committee is very excited
about the progress that has been made
toward the beautification of the park at
the center of our neighborhood. With
new sidewalks, trees, irrigation and
mulch, Berney Park is looking great!
Berney Park has improved so much,
in fact, that even people outside of our
neighborhood have taken notice and
awarded the Park Committee not one,
but two prestigious awards! Last fall,
the Park Committee received the annual
Mary Louise Michie Arboreal Excellence
Award from the Fort Worth Garden
Club. (See the smaller article below for
more information about that award.)
And then, in January, the committee’s
efforts were once again acknowledged
with second place at the Fort Worth
Pride Awards. These citywide awards
were given to neighborhood groups that
improved the physical aspects of their
neighborhoods. Congratulations!
Now that Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the
Berney Park Master Plan are complete,
it’s time to focus on Phase 3 of the
ongoing beautification efforts.

During Phase 3, the Park Committee
hopes to add drip irrigation and native
perennial landscaping around the park’s
existing crepe myrtles. Those trees
have become iconic symbols for Berney
Park over the years, and the new drip
irrigation will provide the water needed
to keep them healthy for years to come.
Phase 3 also includes plans to add
landscaping to accent the existing trees
and add depth to the park’s landscape.
The Park Committee hopes to begin
work on those landscape beds in April.

How were 2015 park funds
60% – irrigation installation
20% – addition of new trees
15% – watering new trees
5% – pet station maintenance

spent?

How can you and your family help?
Join the Park Committee at one of our
2016 workdays to prune, mulch, weed
or plant annuals. You’ll help beautify the
park and get to meet some of the
master gardeners that live here!
Information about the workdays will be
distributed by email. (Also, see the
next page to make a park donation or
to learn more about the ongoing
“Friends of Berney” fundraising efforts.)
Lastly, “check out” our Little Free Library
on your next trip to Berney Park. Enjoy
our new “take a book, leave a book”
reading spot! Thank you to Paul and
Karen Galley for the donation and to
Boy Scout Troop 18 for the installation.

arboreal excellence award
In November, the RNNA Park Committee’s hard work was recognized when it
received the third annual Mary Louise Michie Arboreal Excellence Award from
the Fort Worth Garden Club. This award is provided to individuals or groups
who exemplify a long-term commitment to trees through planting, care,
stewardship and attention to sustainability. Park Chairman Brett Cox (left)
and President-Elect Brian Tucker (right) accepted the award on behalf of
RNNA. Congratulations to the Park Committee for all your hard work and for
making Ridglea North – and Fort Worth – a more beautiful place to live!
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how can you be a
friend of berney?
Berney Park feels like a brand-new
park after all the 2014-2015 projects.
The new sidewalk paths, picnic tables,
benches, trees, irrigation and mulch
have made Berney Park an even more
amazing central space for us all.

And so, we have created a fundraising
plan for the continued improvement
and maintenance of Berney Park. We
are calling this campaign “Friends of
Berney” (FOB), and hope that it will help
us accomplish our goals for the park.

This spring, RNNA is ready to move
forward with Phase 3 of the Berney Park
Master Plan, which will include new
landscaping and irrigation at the east
and west ends of the park. But first, we
need to raise close to $10,000.

We have two needs – fundraising help
and donations. Please email Brett Cox
at BCox@bbptx.com to get involved.
And simply use the donation form
below if you’d like to make a donation.
Together, we can be “Friends of Berney.”

On your mark. Get set. Go! It’s time to
get your favorite running shoes laced up
because RNNA is excited to announce that
we are in the final planning stages of the
inaugural “Friends of Berney 5K Fun Run”
to benefit the Berney Park Master Plan.
The “Friends of Berney 5K Fun Run” is
scheduled for May 21, 2016, and RNNA
would like to encourage everyone to take
a fast – or slow – tour of the neighborhood
as we enjoy Berney Park together and raise
funds for its continued maintenance.
Be on the lookout for emails and website
updates as details are finalized. And please
contact RNNA 5K Fun Run Chairman
Chris Miller at christian.b.miller@gmail.com
if you would like to volunteer to help.

Yes!
Please mail your donation to:
Robert Pike, CPA
6115 Locke Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76116

I want to be a FRIEND OF BERNEY by making a donation!
Phase 3 of the Berney Park Master Plan has a projected budget of $10,000 and will include the
landscaping of three beds at the east and west ends of the park near the existing crepe myrtles,
as well as drip irrigation for these beds. As part of our Adopt-A-Park Agreement with Fort Worth,
RNNA is responsible for ongoing maintenance of all new landscaping and related items.
Therefore, we are asking you to become a “Friend of Berney” by donating today!
Name/Company Name
Address
Email					

Phone Number

Donation Amount
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yard of the
month winners

November 2015 Yard of the Month
Eddie & Laura Nelson
6205 Kenwick Avenue

December 2015 Yard of the Month
Max & Sally Row
6366 Greenway Road

After Christmas, January looked a bit bare.
But the roses were blooming beautifully!
Stop and smell the roses of Ridglea North!

z bonz dog park
Fort Worth’s furriest friends have a new
place to play on the west side of town!
Z Bonz Dog Park, built on the former
Z. Boaz Golf Course, opens this month
and is scheduled to celebrate its grand
opening on Saturday, April 9, at 10 a.m.
Z Bonz is a 10-acre, fully irrigated park
and is twice the size of Fort Worth’s first
dog park, Fort Woof. There are separate
playspaces for large and small dogs,
and will be equipped with agility items,
waste stations, dog wash stations,

water fountains and two ponds for any
four-legged visitors who like to swim.
The original park plan was part of the
2014 Bond Program, but privately raised
funds have since allowed for expansion,
new features and amenities. Lighting
improvements to ensure safe operation
during the evenings is the next priority.
If you’d like to donate or learn more,
please contact Ryan Opgenorth at
opge09@yahoo.com or 214-587-9404.

feral cats
Feral cats are domestic cats that have not been socialized to people.
They usually live in colonies and continue reproducing unsocialized kittens.
Ridglea North residents have reported several feral cat colonies living here.
Instead of feeding unregistered colonies, volunteer as an official caretaker
by calling the Texas Coalition for Animal Protection (TCAP) at 817-837-4500.
Caretakers partner with Fort Worth’s Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) program,
which tracks feral cat colonies, provides spay/neuter services and vaccines,
and works to reduce euthanasia and public health and safety threats.
Visit http://fortworthtexas.gov/animals/feral-cats/ to learn more.
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neighborhood communication
Ridglea North Neighborhood Association was one of four neighborhoods in
all of Fort Worth to be recognized by the City of Fort Worth and the
Fort Worth League of Neighborhoods for having an outstanding newsletter!
Mayor Betsy Price, City Manager David Cooke, League of Neighborhoods
President Rita Vinson and several city department leaders distributed the
awards as part of full morning of seminars aimed at helping community
leaders improve their outreach and service to their neighborhoods.
Many thanks to our “Connected” editor, Andrea Deale (pictured at left).

If you haven’t visited RNNA’s Facebook page or website recently, you should!
RNNA’s Kaitlin O’Connell-Owens and Kelly Lloyd have been hard at work
posting new content, adding pictures and sharing neighborhood news.
Bookmark both RNNA pages and visit often to get the neighborhood scoop!
www.ridgleanorth.com
www.facebook.com/ridgleanorthassoc

councilman
zimmerman’s

corner
With an estimated population of 812,238,
we are the 16th-largest city in the U.S.
and the fastest-growing among large
cities. As we grow, we need to continue
working with our citizens to maintain what
we have and improve the city we love.
I’m sure you’ve noticed the construction
on Westridge. While I understand how
inconvenient it can be, I believe you will
be pleased with the result of the new
infrastructure and streetscape projects.
If you are a dog lover, I encourage you to
check out the new Z Bonz Dog Park.
And if you are looking for new pet, adopt!
Because of strong partnerships with
Animal Care & Control and pet rescue
organizations, we have seen adoption
rates soar and euthanasia rates decline.
Donate towels, blankets, toys and treats.
Remember to be a good pet owner and
pick up after your pets in the parks and
public greenspaces.

Zim
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how to get involved
If you’re looking for a place to get involved, look no further!
There are several family-friendly events in the planning
stages for 2016, and RNNA is looking for neighborhood
volunteers to help us make these events a success!
Please look through the options below and contact the
appropriate contact person. He or she will answer your
questions and help you get involved. Thank you!

Ridglea North, get to know your neighborhood schools!
Come to M.L. Phillips Elementary on Tuesday, March 1,
at 9 a.m. for an informational coffee in the library.
Principals David “Marty” Marion of MLP and Ron Rhone
of Monnig Middle School will discuss a new collaborative
arts program, as well as ongoing activities at the schools.
Please email Margie Miller at margiebmiller@gmail.com
if you are interested in attending or want to learn more.

Saturday, April 2, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Join your Ridglea North neighbors for our annual Cowtown
Cleanup in Berney Park. Please email Luci Vasquez at
lu76110@outlook.com to volunteer or get more information.

Here’s what is happening at M.L. Phillips Elementary:
•

Tuesday, October 4
Ridglea North’s popular annual event, National Night Out,
needs you! Join the planning committee to continue this
event’s tradition of success. Please email Margie Miller at
margiebmiller@gmail.com if you are interested in helping.

•

MLP fifth-grade students won a gold medal in the
district ballroom dancing competition in December.
They will compete at UTA in the area finals in May.
Elizabeth Miller, a fifth-grade student at MLP, was
the winner of the annual school spelling bee held in
January. Boston Martinez, a fourth-grade student,
was the runner-up. Both students are busy preparing
for the area spelling bee scheduled later this month.
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Thank you to everyone who attended our
“Cocoa & Caroling” event on December 6.
This family-friendly event was lots of fun!
Over 220 neighbors gathered in the park
for cocoa, cookies, caroling and hayrides.
Special thanks go to RNNA Social Chair
Lori Haspel for organizing this event and
to her husband, Michael, for safely
driving the happy holiday hayriders!
Save the date for RNNA’s 2nd Annual
“Cocoa & Caroling” event scheduled for
Sunday, December 11, 2016!
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RNNA leadership
executive board & committee chairmen

P RESID ENT

An d r e a D e a l e

V P P UBLIC SAFE TY

Margie Miller

Tr e a su r er

Robert Pike

S ec r eta ry

Al e x T h o m p s o n

di r ec to r at l a r g e/ BERNEY PAR K

www.ridgleanorth.com
www.facebook.com/ridgleanorthassoc

important contacts
C i ty Counc il m a n :
Z i m Zim merm a n
sandi. breaux @ f o r t w o r t h t e x a s.g o v
( 817) 392-88 0 3
N ei g hborhoo d P o l i c e O f f i c e r :
Ma t t Mc Clell e n
r obert . m c c le l l e n @ f o r t w o r t h t e xa s.g o v
C ode Com pl i a n c e ( We s t D i s t r ict) :
Sh awn E lder
shawn. elder @ f o r t w o r t h t e x a s .g o v
( 817) 994-69 5 8

Br i a n Tu c k e r

VP ASSOCIAT ION AFFAIRS & NEW SLE TTER

D i r e c to r at l a r g e/ M em b er s h i p

visit us online

2016

J e r r y Th o m p s o n
Br e t t C o x

d i r e c to r at l a r g e/ SOCIAL

Lori Haspel

D i r ec to r at la r g e / 5 K F u n R u n

Chris Miller

PAST PRESID ENT
CO W TO W N CLEANU P
FACEBOOK
GARAGE SALE
LEGAL A D VISOR
P E T WATCH

Una Bailey
Ph i l l i p & L u c i Va s q u e z
Ka i t l i n O ’ C o n n e l l - O w e n s
C y n d i C a s o n & S h a n n o n Wa l l a c e
Al l a n H o w e t h
Ginger Dickson

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIAISON

Th u y H o w e t h

t r a f f i c / sa f e t y & B i k e R o d eo

Sk y l a r Ba x t e r

w eb s i t e
W ELCOME
YAR D OF T HE MON T H

Ke l l y L l o y d
Ka l y n M c Ki t t r i c k
Su s a n M c D o n a l d

RNNA is seeking advertisers for our quarterly newsletter. The newsletter is
distributed electronically to residents in the area and is posted on our website.
1/4 of a page ad (vertical orientation) - $25 per issue
1/2 of a page ad (horizontal orientation) - $50 per issue
full-page ad (vertical orientation) - $100 per issue or $350 for a full year
If you’d like to advertise with us, please send your ad as a PDF or JPEG file
to Andrea Deale at fwfrog7@gmail.com and send your check to RNNA to:
Robert Pike, CPA
6115 Locke Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76116
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